Jackie:             I'm gonna speak about, a bit about my experience of being partnered with a man that went on to claim that he was a woman, but more importantly, what it was like to me experience trying to find some help in, excuse me, in women only space, and ... A bit about why that's important to me so bare with me.
                    So before I start any kind of tale of woe, um, I'm just gonna read from [inaudible 00:00:30] [00:00:30] .
                    I was thinking the other day about ah, Chrystal Macmillan, she was the first woman to gain a science degree from Edinburgh University, and in 1908 she partitioned parliament for the right to vote. And- but the appeal was turned down by the House of Lords on the grounds that, a person, is not the same as a woman. And, I find that very resonant today when women are trying to define for themselves, who they are, as actors [00:01:00] in the world embodied in our female bodies.
                    Because if repressed people, and women are a class of repressed people, if they can't define who they are, then those people are unable to determine for themselves, and form their own struggle. And to change the very meaning of our words and to determine which words we can and cannot use to describe ourselves, and our bodies, [00:01:30] and our experience of living in these bodies, under a patriarchy, which we do, um, is a pref- is a profound assault on women's human rights.
                    And importantly on feminism, and feminism is the only political movement in the history of the world that has ever centred females it's objects and our liberation from a repressed [00:02:00] state, from male supremacy.
                    And it's strange that lawmakers, well not strange to me but that's ... Were in the process of enshrining into legislation, that the term woman is a so called contested term, and that in my opinion is an enshrining attack again on our human rights of females, and that really is the hill that I'm dying on.
                    [00:02:30] So, a bit about my experience, um, I should start by saying that the man that I'm going to talk about, uh, doesn't live full time as a woman, never did. He inhabits his ... Persona, in a day to day uh, way, as a male, as a quite privileged male, and the woman comes out at the weekends, or any [00:03:00] other opportunity he can get. It's very much a fetish, I was going to but, like the internet access here, it's a wee bit dodgy. I was going to read out to you an ad that he's currently got posted up on a site, that would explain to you, what he thinks women are, and I can practically memorise this as it's burned into my retinas.
                    It's basically saying that he's looking for, a dominant lesbian um, to, um, [00:03:30] fulfil his need to be feminised, and that he is willing to be their sex toy, their rubber doll, uh, to be punished, um, to live the full time sex life, um, that he's submissive, um, that he enjoys everything feminine. Um, that he wants to bring that out, um pretty much full time. Um, and the terms he uses for women, is clearly that this is [00:04:00] a guy with a fetish. However, men like that do actually fall under what is known as the trans umbrella.
                    If you go on any um, site that is aimed at, um, transgender people, uh you'll come across that term trans umbrella, you'll see a drawing of an umbrella.

Audience:           (Laughing).

Jackie:             With words underneath it, and one of the words included in this trans umbrella is cross-dresser or transvestite, so we're not just talking [00:04:30] about, a tiny proportion of poor souls that, actually believe that, their brain's have been put into the wrong body or, you know who live a fairly miserable existence.

Audience:           [inaudible 00:04:43]

Jackie:             Can you not hear me? Okay is that better? That better? Thank you. Oh you've missed all my ramblings now, anyway, what I was saying right, was that, um, this is clearly a fetish for him, however he's protected under law for his fetish.
                    He can [00:05:00] go anywhere he wants, um, into ladies toilets, changing rooms, anywhere he wants, but this man is a fetishist. However, he's protected under this trans umbrella.
                    During the relationship, it was extremely emotionally, um, psychologically, abusive, it literally became, physically abusive as well. There was also an element of financial control, [00:05:30] um, and ... Gas lighting, was terrible, I mean, it's taken me years to trust myself again, to trust that no I didn't say that, and no I haven't forgotten that. Um, it completely destroyed my soul, and I didn't know what was up or down, and I just became a shell of myself.
                    Um, in fact I literally said to a friend at the time, who said to me casually, “How you doing?”, and I went, “I'm, just waiting to die”. And [00:06:00] it shocked me that I actually meant that and that would actually come out of me. So ... I've lost my thread.
                    Okay, this is the part that I was going to read out about his profile but I've covered that bit now. Okay so when I was beaten down so much that my choices were to flee or die, uh I looked into what help was available for me and in my particular situation. So I researched the women's organisations and I [00:06:30] particularly wanted to see what they were saying support for transgender women. Now, I don't think that anybody should be denied the assistance or help that they need, but I also needed assistance and help.
                    And what I was dismayed to find was that most of the organisations had gone through training delivered by, actually were for say, ah, Transline Scotland, Scottish Trans Alliance, LGBT Youth, whoever it might have been, and there were statements in there [00:07:00] about the trans umbrella, and also saying that if a woman- if a trans woman uses your service and other women, um are uncomfortable with that then should be a teaching experience for you, and you deal with it in the way you would deal with racism, or homophobia, or any other form of prejudice.
                    Now, I could not talk about my situation without mentioning, the wanting to be a lady thing. So, I excluded myself from those services because the last thing I needed [00:07:30] as a vulnerable woman who was gas lighted, to the point where she barely knew who she was anymore, was for me to think that someone was sitting there, making a judgement  of me, waiting for the shoe to drop and for me to be called some of kind of phobic person, or bigoted. That was really the last thing I needed.
                    So, I can tell- I told no one about how I was suffering, and I lived like that for many years. And it took a feminist [00:08:00] reading group that I- that I knew that he wouldn't go to because he hated reading.

Audience:           (Laughing).

Jackie:             Because every time I went out, I wanted to go out with females it was like, "Well I can come". Um, and if I said no, it was like, "It's because I've got a penis isn't it". And so it just became, like, anyone who's ever been in an abusive relationship knows that situation where you just end up, it's not worth it, it's not worth it.
                    So I was really, really isolated. 'Cause I didn't want to inflict him, and his girl talk on my actual female friends.
                    [00:08:30] I mean even a short lived period of appointments at Relate, god forbid, were treated by him, as an opportunity not to discuss what was wrong with the relationship but to go out in daylight, on the fem. A prospect that would excite him immensely.
                    I may has well [inaudible 00:08:51]- I may has well been sitting to somebody reading out the shipping forecast, as a- a conducive therapeutic environment.
                    [00:09:00] So, finding a women's space through the- initially through the reading group, and being able to like talk to women that I could trust about this, was so important to me, and it was my, dawn out of this. So I'm gonna read a bit from my, I- I'm not gonna read this book to you-

Audience:           (Laughing).

Jackie:             Don't panic, I'm gonna read about the I- I contributed a chapter in here, it's mostly from my blog, um. [00:09:30] Buy this book, it's absolutely brilliant, it's got female erasure, what you need to know about gender politics, the war on women, the female sex and human rights, and it's absolutely excellent. I won't take long and you'll move onto the next speaker soon.
                    Um, but before I do that I've actually got a message that you can take for me, [inaudible 00:09:50] to those elite professional feminists, as I've heard them described, but I went without the elite, um, themselves, with their gender studies degrees, [00:10:00] and their seats at the table with these, decision makers, the politicians of every stripe.
                    You do not represent me, you need to listen to yourselves [inaudible 00:10:12] and build your policies around their needs, don't tell them they're thinking wrongly, or even committing a thought crime, don't allow women like me to self-exclude while you trumpet your support for the redefinition of what woman means from the rooftops, [00:10:30] use the exceptions, allowed to you in the current equalities law which everyone should be banging on about protecting, and return to your roots of a service, by women for women.

Audience:           Yes.

Jackie:             And now I'll read you [inaudible 00:10:47].
                    Somebody's taken my, hang on, somebody's taken [00:11:00] my uh, bookmark. It's near the back, it's so important. Bare with me. Here it is, nearly there. It's a weighty [inaudible 00:11:18] you get a lot for your money.

Audience:           (Laughing).

Jackie:             Oh here it is, right/

Audience:           We can't hear you.

Jackie:             Found it, found it, right here we go, right. Now this is from the second part of my chapter and it's called lost and found.
                    [00:11:30] One of the hardest things for me to do, during my time with the torturer, that's what I called him, was my  disconnection from women. Self imposed exile as it was a source of immense pain. I truly love women, I hadn't really appreciated exactly how much, or understood exactly how much we need each other, and that females are each others life force. This love is visceral and inhabits me with a deep and unbinding passion. [00:12:00] Some days the pain of reading and hearing about women who are being exploited, oppressed, or hurt in a myriad of ways, we are is overwhelming and I need to take a break from the internet and switch of the telly and just bury my head in a pillow. 
                    Some days all I want to do is just embrace every woman I meet to my breast, I feel like I'd die for women, and I know how dramatic that sounds, but that is my truth. And having been [00:12:30] in a kind of exile and knowing that my years left here are short, if feels like I have to make up for those years now. And nothings more nourishing to me than time spent in women only space, it's actually something I need, and I feel myself wither a little when I can have this for an extended period of time, those opportunities are rare and precious. The opportunities to gather publicly, like we are, uh, check each year, has [inaudible 00:13:00] supporters, [00:13:00] who would have not ethereal boundaries on the basis that they claim to feel like a woman gain influence in the public sphere. 
                    I wrote this nearly three years ago. And invade every last corner of our hard fought for spaces. Even though every day most of the world and half the sky moves aside to let them sit at the head of the table, they want nothing less than our complete colonisation, nothing less than to rob us of our words, and the [inaudible 00:13:26] to describe a material reality as human beings, born into [00:13:30] the class female, a very real biology and the uncontroversial evidence of the consequence of that.
                    I know of no other group that seeks human rights while at the same time robbing others of their ability to describe their condition, none. 
                    When my daughter was born, I wept, I wept with joy that my body gave me a tiny human being with whom I will forever be connected, and also pain, that knowing some of the path that she will have to travel. Yeah I see you men, [00:14:00] I've seen you for very long time. 
                    I'll miss the next bit out.

Audience:           (laughing).

Jackie:             Um, so, I went to Michigan Womyn's Music Festival, Big up. Mich Fest. 

Audience:           Yeah! Woo, woo, woo!

Jackie:             The final one, and it was glorious, and now I get at a heart level what feminine, theologian Mary Daly was one about when she spoke about becoming, and the exorcism and ectasy of breaking through what she terms as the male maze.
                    [00:14:30] There are a few words I can think of that capture what it's like to be swept up into female being, to feel myself unfold and blossom, to rise, it makes me heart- it makes me heart sick, to think of how that event, gathering female souls, this intention that this space where females find respite from the brutalities that hurt and diminish us from birth, where we find ourselves and each other where we bond and nurture and grow ourselves, where spin [00:15:00] and weave a new beginning, where we are seen where little girls run free in the woods, I'm sorry ...
                    Where women are welcomed home. Where [inaudible 00:15:18] and self acceptance is possible, where the sweat and toil of females, who build the community- the community from scratch for 40 years, will be no more.
                    [00:15:30] Festival producer Lisa Vogel message to us was that you must go forward and create those spaces in our own backyards, that we're an unstoppable force, of our own creating, and that we can rise again and again.
                    So I have a message to all of you, be it men who colonise women of the many female helpmates who work so hard to help spread your lies and false songs of oppression against Michigan Womyn's Music Festival, who rejoiced at the soul of women who spent 40 years of [00:16:00] their lives, dedicated to creating to this space every year, for the sole purpose of uplifting females and opening doors into an understanding of exactly what we are and where we are from, and you petitioned, and lobbied, and threatened, and boycotted, and hated, and hated, and hated. You have not won. We may- 

Audience:           Yay, woo!

Jackie:             I'm nearly finished. We may temporarily [00:16:30] no longer have a land on which to gather each year, to raise our girls and show them the joy of being female, to celebrate our elders, to love and nourish and tend to each other, everyone of us. To revel in our female diversity, but we have something a lot more dangerous, a collective memory, and a love that never dies, for each other, and for our shared attention. We are dandelions in your manufactured lawn, we are the itch you just can't ever quite reach. We [00:17:00] are your worst nightmare, because we know exactly what we are and where we come from.

Audience:           Hey, whoa!

Speaker 3:          Thanks so much Jackie, thank you for sharing that, I know it's- it's very moving for me to hear and I can only imagine how difficult it for you to say all of that, but it's really, really valuable that you [00:17:30] share it with us. I think that-